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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 

"There  is  an  Important 
Sense... Loyal  to  His 
Government" 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

71.  jmj.  tits.  oSotrj 


LINCOLN  AND  BLACKSTONE  ON  PRESS  PERSECUTIONS. 


Lincoln  on  Newspaper  Criticism. 

To  the  Editor  ot  The  World: 

It  is  interesting  at  this  time  to  re- 
call Abraham  Lincoln's  views  regard- 
ing press  criticisms  of  the  Government. 
Probably  few.  if  any,  Presidents  ever 
I  had  greater  cause  for  just  complaint 
I  than  did  this  great  hero  of  the  Ameri- 
1  can  people.    When  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion of  1S61  his  attention  was  called  to 
the  carping  spirit  of  some  of  the  pro- 
fessed friends  of  the  Government  who, 
distinguishing  between  the  Administra- 
tion and  the  Government,  condemned 
the  former  while  pretending  to  defend 
the  latter,  he  said:  "There  is  an  Im- 
portant sense  in  which  the  Government 
is   distinct  from  the  Administration. 
One  is  perpetual,  the  other  is  temporary 
and  changeable.  A  man  may  he  loyal 
to  his  Government  and  yet  oppose  the 
peculiar  principles  and  methods  of  the 
Administration.  I  should  regret  to  see 
the  day  in  which  the  people  should 
cease   to   express   intelligent,  honest, 
generous  criticism  upon  the  policy  of 
their  rulers."  A-  w-  • 

Wlddleburg,  N.  Y„  Fell.  5. 


Common  barratry  is  tha  offense  of 
frequently  exciting  and  stirring  up  of 
suits  and  quarrels  between  His  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  either  at  law  or  other- 
wise. 

The  punishment  for  this  offense  in  a 
common  person  is  by  fine  and  impris- 
onment; but  if  the  offender  (as  is  too 
frequently  the  case)  belongs  to  the 
profession  of  the  law,  a  barrator  who  is 
thus  able  as  well  as  willing  to  do  mis- 
chief ought  also  to  he  disabled  from 
practising  in  the  future.    *    *  * 

Hereunto  may  also  be  referred  an- 
other offense  of  equal  malignity  and 
audaciousness,  that  of  suing  another 
in  the  name  of  a  fictitious  plaintiff — 
either  one  not  in  being  at  all  or  one 
who  is  ignorant  of  the  suit.  This  of- 
fense, if  committed  in  any  of  the 
King's  superior  courts,  is  left  aa  a 
high  contempt,  to  be  punished  at  their 
discretion. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  in  his  notes  upon 
Littleton,  title  36SA,  has  this  to  say: 
A  barrator  is  a  common  mover  and 
exciter  or  maintainor  of  suits,  quarrels 
or  pac^s,  either  in  courts  or  elsewhere 


Barratry. 

To  the  Kdltor  of  Tlie  World: 

judge  Blackstone  in  the  fourth  book 
of  his  Commentaries,  at  page  134,  says 
that— 


in  the  country. 

Do  these  extracts  seem  to  point 
toward  Theodoras  Primus,  Mei  Gratia 
Columbiae  Imperator?  OH,  NO. 

New  York,  Feb.  S. 
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NICHOLAS  J.  CONRAD 

1099  PELHAM  ROAD 

WINN  ETK.A  ,  ILLINOIS 
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NICHOLAS  J.  CONRAD 

1099  PELHAM  ROAD 

WINN  ETK.A  ,  ILLINOIS 


October  2?,  I 941 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

The  Saturday  Evening  Post  of  October  25, 
1941,  just  received,  has  on  the  editorial  page  the  Lincoln 
quotation  I  wrote  to  you  about.  For  your  convenience  I  am 
enclosing  the  page  herewith.  You  will  note  that  they  give 
the  original  source  as  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives January  12,  1848. 

This  date,  of  course,  is  not  quite  as 
effective  as  the  date  of  1864  given  in  the  letter  printed 
in  the  New  York  World  of  February  12,  I909.  The  quotation 
printed  in  the  Post  is  exactly  like  the  one  I  sent  to  you 
and  does  not  include  the  last  sentence  of  the  quotation  as 
given  in  the  New  York  World  which  sentence  is  of  great  impor- 
tance if  genuine. 

I  wonder  whether  with  this  clue  you  would 
have  the  quotation  checked  at  the  original  source  as  given 
by  the  Post?  If  you  find  it,  please  have  a  photo-stat  copy 
made  and  sent  it  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient.  I  would  very 
much  like  to  use  it  at  the  earliest  possible  date  in  a  let- 
ter accompanying  a  recent  address  by  Dr.  Virgil  Jordan,  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Industrial  Conference  Board,  which  I 
desire  to  send  to  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Congress. 

Trusting  you  will  forgive  me  for  bothering 

you  again,  I  am 


THERE  is  an  important  sense  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment is  distinct  from  the  Administration. 
One  is  perpetual,  the  other  temporary  and  change- 
able. A  man  may  be  loyal  to  his  Government  and 
yet  oppose  the  peculiar  principles  and  methods  of 
the  Administration.— From  a  speech  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Jan.  12,  181+8,  criticizing  President  Polk 
for  having  provoked  the  Mexican  War. 


Qetofcer  27,  19*1 


ftr,  Nicholas  J.  Oonrad 

1099  Belhs»ltoa&  , 
Winnetke,  Illinois 

Ife  have  just  exhausted  w»y  known  scares 
for  the  disco-eery  of  the  quotation  alleged  to  have  bean 
excerpted  from  an  address  nade  by  Abmlsaa  Lincoln  in  the 
Bona®  of  Bepresentatives  on  Jtaaery  12,  18*8. 

Tb»  statement  is  no  where  to  be  found  aa  far  aa 
we  aan  learn  and  we  have  before  aa  original  copies  of  the 
Congressional  records  giving  reporters  version  of  tba 
speech,  alao  a  latar  lesae  of  the  Congressional  record* 
carrying  the  speech  copied  verbatla  and  alao  the  reprinted 
pamphlet  of  lS*8  printed  by  fldeon  in  tfaehington  alao  carry- 
ing  what  ia  sappoaed  to  be  a  verbatim  oogj  of  toe  apeeea* 
Sowhere  in  thee®  soureea  do  we  find  the  excerpt  aentioned 
in  the  Saturday  Evening  Boat. 

this  ia  not  the  first  instance,  however,  where 
the  Saturday  JSveaisg  Boat  had  grievously  erred  in  quoting 
Lincoln,  if  they  have  erred  in  this  instance,  which  it 
sees*  ayysraatly  ti?.%  .  i~%o. 

Tery  trafer  years, 


IPtgNMtibsr 


)id  Lincoln  Soy  This? 


qn  manv  stories  and  sayings  are  attnb- 
one  never  can  be  safe  in  using  them  unless 

hotter  known  and  with  none  «*vc 
™ Via  XarT  Sine 

not  in  New  Orleans  at  the  time. 
There  is  the  now  pretty  well  exploded 

ment  about  steel  raus.  that 

produce  the  rails  irom  ou 
in  our  own  m  ils  we  have  Dou 

and  the  rails.  J^^f  Lincoln  but  Robert 

ringye™f  SthereTthft  statement 

l^d  the  citation  now  has  almost  entirely 

K^n?^ 

At  the  time  01  circulation 

helping  himhe  nevti  w  Lincoln  never 
S^lnTL'^luerottaSeoia^n 

deat 7  now"?  new  statement  Is  a— 
,  elrcnlatlon.  It  was  quoted i  on  P«« 
°UI  "tantB^  rin  "he  ^ernment 
if^St  from  tS  Administration.  One  is 
1  tSSSS.  me  »ther  temporary  and  ohang- 

aVyet  oppose  thfptf  prLciples 
Sf  memo'ds  o<  *ra tion 

411  L™„  Xther  ihtcoln  said  that. 

been  used  ior  p«^«  Ont  cor 
respondent  was  *e  first  to  Bi»_ e 

£  K  "o.s^PeaWe  may 
.rightly  doubt  its  authenticity. 
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MORNING  AND  SUNDAY 


=000= 

EVENING 


BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


June  19,  19**2 


Mr.  F.L.  Billiard 

Boston  Herald 
Boston,  Meea. 

Hjr  dear  Mr.  Bulla  rd : 

The  reason  we  did  not  acquire  the  Dale  Putnam  item 

which  you  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  June  9  is  because  tie  felt  if 
there  was  one  copy  kept  so  nice  and  clean  and  new,  apparently, 

veL  probably  a  great  many  other,  kept  in  ^  Re  condition 
and  eventually  they  would  he  distributed  at  a  much  less 
Whir-:  wi  did  itimm  mmm%  *&•  &mim**  **  ^  ■«  St 

is  concerned,  nevertheless  we  turned  it  a own  more  in  hopes  that 
w©  might  eventually  secure  one  at  a  better  figure. 

With  respect  to  the  Lincoln  quotation  we  have  had 
mm  inquiries  about  it  since  it  appeared  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Po. 
o/lovlber  25,  1*1.    The  earliest  quotation  in  pri nt  the  v. 
can  find  is  the  lew  York  World  for  February  12,  1909,  hut  we  have 
never  been  able  to  confirm  the  quotation  as  an  authentic  Lincoln 
saying. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  photostatic  copy  of 
the  Hew  York  World  clipping  which  you  may  keep  for  your  file. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWiEB  Director 
Eno. 


THE  BOSTON  HERALD 

MORNING  AND  SUNDAY 
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THE  BOSTON  HERALD 

MORNING  AND  SUNDAY 


September  2k,  19k2 


Mr.  F.L.  Bulls  rd 
Boston  Herald 
Boston,  Mass. 

My  dear  b"t.  Bullards 

Enclosed  please    2nd  e  clipping   vhich  wee  forwarded  to  our 

Foundation  with  a  statement  that  It  was  published  in  the  issue  of 
October  25,  19*41.  I  do  not  know  how  I  happened  to  use  November  instead 
of  October  In  vrltlng  to  you.    Enclosed  p&ease  find  photostat  of  the 
clipping. 

While  I  doubt  seriously  if  we  wUl  find  the  quotation  genuim 
there  ie  no  question  but  that  Lincoln  felt  that  way  f  bout  it.  In  other 
words  1  Would  be  will  ins  to  confirm  thai  Lincoln  would  have  been 
willing  to  hove  sa in, that  it  is  alleged  that  a  case  should 

not  be  Kindled  vith  such  a  degree  of  if  we  were  to  think 

Lincoln  did  not  confirm  In  other'  talks  thai  it  Is  alleged  he  said 
on  some  otner  instance. 


Bead  his  speech  on  the  presidential  question  for  July  2J,l&ii 
In  the  Congressional  Ueeordej  page  I0k2,  and  you  will  find  that  he 
doea  confirm  the  viewpoint  of  the  clipping.    He  soysi  "To  you 
the  President  and  the  country  sees  to  be  all  one, ""and  then  goes  on  to 
suggest  that  he  can  see  the  distinction  beta  eon  the  president  end  the 
country. 

think  in  s  grpet  easy  ether  iaateoeee  fee  implied  the  vory 
seme  distinction  as  yen  will  recall  that  he  told  one  of  his  Generals 
Jlite  that  the  Member-  of  Congress  criticised  him  freely, 
mujc  a©  can  J.©rn-©  epm  unu^       rf»oojn  gi— IS  SMOS#|M  baA&x,  n^jop 

>fy  cwn  feeling  ie  that  at  the  time  the  speech  wes  delivered 
Lincoln  in  talking  with  some  of  the  members  of  Congress  way  have  used 
e»  expression  very  much  like  whet  was  credited  to  hiiu  and  the  express  ii 
was  having  cope  from  one  of  hia  speeches  rather  then 

from  conversation.    In  other  words  I  would  esy  that  thie-wae  the  point 
of  view  held  by  the  majority  of  Whigs  in  18U3. 
PF®  Bt«e«sof  m%w  ejaoef  tefcaj  s^^pn^eel  jr.e  pp©  ease  *  |*  ejJ  pifi 

Aa  read  from  the  Congressional  Secords  a  greet  many  of  these 
speeches  by  various  Congressmen  on  the  presidential  question  attempted 
to  find  soma  parallel  to  the  alleged  Lincoln  sayings.    Here    is  an 
interesting  flotation  from  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  H.V.  Billiard  of 
Alabama  on  July  2k,  18U8  three  deye  before  Lincoln  made  his  speech. 

kv  rr  vim*  5-  8^«p«  s^«'t^s  ' 


Mr.  F»L.  Bulla rd 


2.  September  2h,  19k2 


./!•■■  107I  i  ipxse  q.; ac  peiofcs  rjnooju  swqa  ji|t  aheeoy* 

"There  are  great  principles  vhich  are  eeeentlal  to  liberty;  we 
cannot  exist  without  then.    These  the  Whigs  seek  to  preserve.    The  very    jb  «Ji 
first  of  these  principles    Is  resistance  to  executive  poser.  It  is  a 
singular  fact  that  the  party  ■  3t»vMa®     Itself  Democratic  seeks  to  clothe 
the  President  with  almost  royal  attributes;  It's  the  same  ^  In  all  his 

assumptions  of  authority,  in  all  his  usurpations  of  poser. 

41,0a  oo0A»M«#{O8*    X*  of  pa   aoxjjb  j  *cnj<2  *el  *p»*  f  jiyes^sb  ^pe  AOf** 
This  saying  coming  from  an  Alabama  representative,  but  It  does,  i, 
I  am  sure,  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Whigs  of  which  Lincoln  was  s  member. 

T'j-uooyw  jd  *syjtf*€  »f£P  no»e  04  *p«  msmpexA  ©4  coo8x**t  «sl  p*a*  neee,  \ 
While  I  think  we  can  refute  the  authenticity  of  the  quotation  14©  ^ 
not  think  we  csu  refule  the  attitude  of  Lincoln  toward  executive  power  which 
was  in  line  with  the  general  opinion  of  the  Whigs. 

I  should  be  glassed  indeed  to  leem  if  you  are  successful  in^  *pe  a&+& 
finding  sny  further  suthortty  for  the  quotation. 

Very  truly  yours,  i  fcM»ff«m*  9m  *p© 

^©rqeo/slq  *p©  wriiffcl  e*e&  f©  pa  sjy  oue^sua,  *fSSI  6oee  OS  *0  z 

0,361   C«S£3$Jtf   PjJS  AjejlAOJBf    n;   fpo   CJJ  flp  «*°  ,4 

LAW:*B  .  ss  cooSx*SBjOi*j  |  Mrector  ps*  rcuq  Aon  All!  IWI  *P**' 

Jbhu  geec,  jij-s  nfcsecp  oo  *pe  fcxeBigeo*!©  j  dries*: fan  *«*  VI^  61*79$ 

gju  some  of  was-  f»a*oiio**  >.  '  '^fv|'»$| 

.rjnooy»        uof  coiiuii*  "  *»JJ»  *F*f  I*  *»  •JT«*»«  J»  jj^H^^^^ 

pe  jr»»sj«fl  at*f  •  9s8x.ee  04  14  #0 

>ij .  f4-j:?  ^  was  i**ta>ffltt     Ts-»]j«8«q  • 

nolqa  I  Ao.tV.j  pe  A?i  jr*u3  *o  00041  wh  *p»*  .rf*coID  am  I*  fjj^-v^;^ 
fps.-.e       i>ck"  awe's*  fatf  pft*  n»f  rjnonyii  ^ey*  *pv<!  *eX  epos*  :**  p*  ftfpMfc 

04  0O*op«&      awjuB  *o  a  on-    pjcjoeeo  ftseeee  if»q  fcpo*  os*n*  04  *ff» 
0CPopoj,  5^>»  y^tj*  1  q©  do*  fCDon  poa  J  pwafteueq  *o  «es  ftoA«pex.  ***#»#§ 

ra*uefi*?(iN  ay*?  a  a*©*©*™*1  *p»*  y*  *se  hnpyrepe?  r»  *F©  Jeen9  °* 

bob* oii-  wa*ji  ■        m  -v  ^ 


man  may  be  loyal 
to  his  government 
and  yet  oppose  the 
peculiar  principles 
and  methods  of  the 
administration." 

— Abraham  Lincoln. 
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INDIANA  REPUBLICAN 
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